
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

To:  Rebecca Crist, NYSDEC 

Via email: r3dep@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

 

Re: DEC ID # 3-5530-00163/00001 
Petruccelli Property 

 

From: Three Lakes Council 
  PO Box 241 

  South Salem, NY 10590 

 
Date:  March 16, 2011 

 

The mission of the Three Lakes Council is to protect and preserve Lake Oscaleta, 

Lake Rippowam and Lake Waccabuc and the surrounding watershed located in the 
Town of Lewisboro, NY.  We represent some 330 residents who have right of access 

to our three lakes.  We are writing on their behalf because Lake Waccabuc will be 

impacted by this proposed project.   
 

For over a decade, our Council has hired certified lake management experts to 

collect, analyze and interpret lake water data, and guide us in scientifically-based 

best lake management practices.  We work to educate residents regarding good 
lake stewardship, and to protect fragile land surrounding the lakes. 

 

The Three Lakes Council is also writing as an adjacent property owner of the 
applicant.  Three Lakes Council took ownership of the lot adjacent to the Petruccelli 

property when it was established that the land was too sensitive to support 

construction of a house.  We feel strongly that the same conditions apply to the 
Petrucelli lot. 

 

We have concerns about the environmental impact of this project as well as with 

the way in which the Public Notice was written. 
 

1.  We strongly object to the mis-information communicated in the Public Notice 

published in the March 3, 2011, edition of the Lewisboro Ledger.  The location of 
the property is inaccurately described as being on the East side of Oscaleta Road 

1500 feet North of Autumn Ridge Road. 

 
In fact, this property is located on the West side of Oscaleta Road, opposite Twin 

Lakes Road, and one lot away from the intersection of Oscaleta and Cove Roads.  

Based on the published description, neighboring residents are unaware of the 

sensitive location of this proposed construction. 
 

 

 

Three Lakes Council 

Waccabuc–Oscaleta–Rippowam 
P.O. Box 241, South Salem NY 10590 

www.threelakescouncil.org 

 



Three Lakes Council re DEC ID # 3-5530-00163/0001 2 

The Public Notice must be re-posted, giving the correct location, so that interested 

parties will be properly notified. 
 

2.  After members of our executive council inspected the application documents at 

the DEC office, we became aware of issues that cause concern: 

 
A.  The planned raised septic system will be constructed 50’ from the wetland, 

falling well within the DEC’s 100’ buffer.  In our opinion, the septic system 

should be placed outside the DEC buffer.  We call to your attention the fact that 
septic effluent will eventually drain into Lake Waccabuc, from which at least 17 

residents obtain their household drinking water. 

 
B.  This is a heavily wooded lot, and numerous trees will have to be removed.  

There is no indication on the application map that trees will, in fact, be removed.  

These trees help prevent runoff into Lake Waccabuc from this lot which is under 

water for a significant period each year. 
 

C.  A four bedroom house with garage and deck is too large for this lot.  The 

amount of impervious surface will substantially reduce the rainwater absorption 
function of this wetland, resulting in increased runoff into Waccabuc. 

 

D.  The Drainage swale (next to the Three Lakes Council property) will convey 
water directly into Lake Waccabuc.  If the Waccabuc wetland water and the 

water on this lot aren’t connected now, they will be as a result of this drainage 

plan.  The berm serves as a buffer from Waccabuc waters now by forming a 

retention basin, but that will be lost with this plan. 
 

Because of the negative environmental impact on a fragile lake ecosystem, 

permission should be denied to build upon this highly sensitive lot.  All lake 
residents, not just adjacent neighbors, would be affected. 

 

Scientific data to back up our position is available from the Three Lakes Council.  
 

Thank you for considering our input. 

 

        Sincerely yours, 
 

 

 
 

         

        Jack Sinnott, President 

        Three Lakes Council  
 

 

 


