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2006: Get Involved 
in Lake 

Preservation 

T 
he preservation of our lakes 
and striving to constantly 
improve the quality of our 

waters must be a priority for 
each and every one of us. Our 
daily living habits and routine 
activities affect the health and 
cleanliness of the water and 
ultimately, our ongoing 
enjoyment of the lakes and the 
value of our homes beside them. 

The 2006 edition of the Three 
Lakes Newsletter will cover 
much important research con
ducted by our volunteers, all of 
which focuses on the important 
topic of Lake Preservation. Is
sues include Phosphorus Over
loading, Invasive Plants, Aquatic 
Weed and Algae Control Meth
ods, Aeration Systems, and 
Technological Improvements in 
Waste Management Systems 
(septic). Our objectives in this 
newsletter are both to share 
this information with you 
and to encourage you to 
take action. Examine more 
"lake friendly" practices 
and invest in improvements 
that will improve the water 
quality of our lakes and in 
tum our community's life. 
Please take the time to read 
and understand this infor
mation, make a personal 
assessment of your own 

behavior, and make the neces
sary improvements. We urge 
you to make this very important 
personal investment. 

In addition to research and guid
ance, another key role of the 
Council is to interact with our 
Town government, along with 
other lake associations in Lewis
boro, to encourage and advocate 
for responsible planning, deci
sion-making, and implementa
tion of environmentaJly friendly 
solutions. I am pleased to re
port that the Three Lakes Coun
cil has been actively involved 
here, seeking funding and grants 
for a number of water quality 
improvement initiatives. You 
may have read about this work 
in the Lewisboro Ledger over 
the past several months. 
Through these efforts, such as 
the East of Hudson funds 
through Westchester County, we 
will be able to proceed with tar
geted projects as we secure 
funding. We will continue to 
update you on this work. The 
Three Lakes Council is very 

Some invaders to watch/or 

fortunate to have a core of 
dedicated volunteers to do our 
work. And I have been most 
encouraged over the past year by 
the number (and skills) of new 
people who have joined and 
gotten engaged in our work. In 
the ideal state, each individual 
who lives around and enjoys the 
beauty and recreation that our 
lakes offer should be involved. 
There are many opportunities to 
make a contribution. I urge you 
to give some of your time, your 
talent, and your caring to our 
Council. Call me with your 
interest (763-9859) and we'll 
take you up on your offer. Right 
now, for example, we are look
ing for a brave soul to maintain 
and update our mailing list. 

Please use the enclosed form to 
return your annual dues or to 
become a part of this vital effort 
for the first time. Enjoy the 2006 
newsletter and thank you for 
your support! 

Jack Sinnott, President 
Three Lakes Council 

(clockwisefrom left): Japanese Stilt 
Grass, Norway maple, Woolly 

Adelgid (on hemlock), Multi-flora 
rose, (details on p. 2-3) 
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Invasive Plants 

Backyard by backyard, land-based 
invasive plants are significantly 
damaging Three Lakes neighbor
hoods. Even as the Three Lakes 
Council organized projects to con
trol two of the worst of them, phrag
mites and purple loosestrife, another 
- garlic mustard - began spreading 
explosively here this spring. 

The Council has a role to play in 
running these plants out, particular
lyon our larger, common proper
ties. But effectively controlling non-
natives will require each of us to get 
our hands dirty in our own yards. 
Most of us live on lots of a half acre 
or less. If each ofus takes responsi
bility for just that much, our work 
will be done. We can give up and 
pretend the task is hopeless. Or we 
can, literally, dig in. 

Here's why it matters: First, inva
sives will overrun whatever you've 
planted in your yard. Garlic mustard 
will shove aside ~~hysamlr~. ,LaQ~
nese stilt grass will push out native 
grasses. Wooly adelgid will bring 
down a 70-foot hemlock. Phrag
mites will smother cattails. 

Second, both fauna and flora suffer 
when invasive plants move in. Pur
ple loosestrife's spectacular late
summer bloom provides plenty of 
nectar for insects and birds - for 3 
weeks. But the plant also swallows 
wetlands whole, and when its bloom 
is gone, wildlife are left with little 
else to feed on. Some of the nonna
tives also release compounds that 
depress native plants and poison 
amphibians, and some can fool 
native insects into false security. 
Butterflies will sometimes lay 
their eggs on garlic mustard, 
believing it's the native 
tooth wart, but their eggs cannot 
develop in garlic mustard. 

Besides all that, these plants are 
just ugly. 

Here's a list of the most 
menacing invasives that have 
muscled their way into the 
Three Lakes, and techniques for 

removing them. Gently pull the plant where it meets 
the soil so you can remove as much 

These guidelines apply for of the root as 
removing all invasives: Clip possible. 
off any flowers first - be 
careful not to shake off the 
seeds - and place in a plastic 
bag. Don't compost any of 
these plants; put them in 
sealed plastic bags and leave 
them at the curb. The 
pesticide Roundup is 
effective against all of these 
plants, but should not be 
broadcast sprayed or used on 
plants growing in water. If 
possible, weed or mow over these 

Phragmites: Clip the 
flowers first and 
place them in plastic 
bags. Mow the stalks 
three inches from the 
ground. Mow 
regularly for at least 
two seasons as green 
reap-pears, blocking 
the plant's ability to 
use sunlight. An 

alternative: put on a plastic glove, 
several times each and and over that put on an oversized 

r---t:!!:=~..:..:::~=~=::.:.:....:::.r:.:.=C='::""'---'cloth glove. Dip the gloved hand 

For more information on each of these plants, 
including color pictures, go to: 

http://tncweeds.L1cdavis.eduilinks. htm l#species 

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/plants/main. 
shtm] 

http://www .dor.state. ron. LIs /in vasiveslterrestria] pi 
ants/index.html 

http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/ 

summer for several years as they try 
to sprout again - eventually, you'll 
win. These plants spread very fast, 
so the best strategy is to remove 
them as soon as you see them so 
you're not confronting an 
infestation. Replant with something 
native (www. nativep ]aotcenter.org). 

I f you need help identifying the 
plants, or if the plants on your pro
perty are too established and more 

than you can handle 
on your own, please 
call Keith Eddings 
at 763-6450 and we 
will send out the 
Three Lakes 
Council Invasive 
Plant Swat Team to 
help you with the 
effort. 

Garlic mustard: 
You'll have no 
trouble pulling this 
plant up by hand. 

into a solution ofthe pesticide 
Roundup, then stroke the stalks of 
each plant. 

Purple loosestrife: If the plant is 
flowering, wear long sleeves and 

to guard against bees. Clip the 
flowers first and place them in 
plastic bags. Pull the stalks out by 

the root. Pull out the root ball if you 
can, or dig up with a hand tool or 
shovel. You also may apply 
Roundup using the technique 
described above. 

Japanese barberry: Pull, mow and 
spray, as with multi-flora rose. 

Multi-flora rose: Pull out the plants 
and its roots, then mow over the 
area three to six times through 
spring and summer, for two to four 

Visit our website at www.threelakesco ll nci l.o rg 2 

http:llncil.org
www.threelakesco
http:aotcenter.org
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien
http://www
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/plants/main
http://tncweeds.L1cdavis.eduilinks


years. Paint or spray stumps with 
Roundup. 

Japanese stilt grass: Tug the plant 
and root, gripping the plant stalk at 
the soil. 

Norway maple: Get it early, or this 
deciduous tree can grow to 60 feet. 
It looks like the native sugar maple 
except the stem of its leaf emits a 
milky sap when broken and 
squeezed. Pull out seedlings. Cut 
down smaller trees. Hire an arborist 
to cut down larger trees. Spray 
stumps with Roundup. 

Hemlock woolly adelgid: Benign 
as they look, an infestation will kill 
your hemlocks in a year or two. 
They're easy to control, but only an 
arborist can do it, by spraying your 
smaller trees with benign 
horticultural oil (it's not a poison, 
but a smothering agent) and 
injecting the trunks or the soil 
around your trees with a pesticide. 

Keith Eddings 

Three Lakes 
Council on the Web 

The Three Lakes Council launched 
its new website in May 2006. The 
goal was to make the site 
informative, current and easy to use. 

The website contains information 
covering the broad range of work 
done by the Council: 

• 	 Lake Preservation - describes 
the ongoing work of the Lake 
Preservation committee which 
is conducting research, 
overseeing studies, 
developing strategies and 
recommending action plans to 
the Three Lakes Council 
Board to improve and 
safeguard the quality of the 
waters and watershed of 
Lakes Rippowam, Oscaleta 
and Waccabuc. 

The Three Lakes Council, the Two Lake Club and Westchester County 
have joined in a demonstration project to remove a growing stand of 
phragmites from the Two Lake Club beach on Twin Lakes Road and re
grow the area with native plants and trees. 

Led by Paul Lewis, the Lake Preservation Committee of the Three Lakes 
Council is planning to mow over the stand of invasives and, once town 
permits are received, to treat the stems with RoundUp. The county 
Planning Department, which supports similar projects elsewhere, may 
supply native trees to replant the site, as well as a small plaque that will 
help to educate visitors about the dangers ofinvasives and the benefits of 
native plants. 

The project may be repeated on other sites in the Three Lakes where 
phragmites a foothold, including on Oscaleta Road near the canal between 
lakes Os caleta and Waccabuc. 

• Lake Studies  links to the 
comprehensive lake 
management study reports by 
Michael Martin, certified 
limnologist, of Cedar Eden. 

• Best Practices  presents the 
most important steps 
homeowner can take to help 
reduce the amount of 
phosphorus going into the 
lakes. 

• Membership and support
describes the benefits of 
membership, membership 
application and features 
several posters available for a 

published by the Three Lakes 
Council since 1996 with full 
index to all articles. Mailings 
- contains links to all recent 
mailings from the Council. 

The website committee will 
continue to update the site to keep 
it a comprehensive and timely 
source of information for the 
watershed community. 

Shannon Robinette 

contribution to 
the Council. The 
posters all 
capture the 
beauty of the 
Three Lakes in 
different ways 
and different 
times. 

• 	 Lake Laws-
presents a 
summary of the 
various 
regulations that 
apply to boating 
and lake front 
property. 

• 	 Newsletters 
links to all the 
newsletters 
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enable algae to grow are phosphorus 
and nitrogen, and water samples are 
tested for these in the lab. Other 
samples of water are tested for pH, 
conductivity, color, and chlorophyll. 
Finally, we also test for calcium, 
which is a component of the ability 
of a lake to buffer the effect of acid 
rain. It is also an increasingly 
important indicator of whether 
invasive zebra mussels will be able 
to build shells and flourish if 
introduced to the lake. 

Volunteers learn about water testing 

Tests will be done every two weeks 
for a total of 8 samples over 14 
weeks. The water is sampled at the 
deepest spot on the lake. The water 
sampling and subjective question
naire will take about an hour once 
testers are acquainted with the pro
tocol. The weed sampling can take 
longer and probably will be done by 
different teams. 

Lake Waccabuc was one of the 
original lakes in the program but 
dropped out in 1996. Kishbaugh, 
who has been running this program 
from the start, joins us in being very 
interested in how the water quality 
now compares a decade later. 
Kishbaugh will provide us with a 
summary of the findings and their 
implications after all the sampling 
and lab tests are completed. 

While we are delighted with the 
number of volunteers that have 
already come forward, (THANK 
YOU!) we can use more help with 
weed sampling and with coverage if 
some of the volunteers are away. 
Or, ifyou just want to know more 
about what we are doing, you can 
contact Jan Andersen, at 
fablesx2@.optonline.net. 

Jan Andersen 

CSLAP: Citizens 
State\vide Lake 
Assessment Program 
on the Three Lakes 

Over 20 volunteers from the Three 
Lakes will help us get a better 
understanding ofthe quality of the 
waters in our lakes this summer. 
We are participating in New York's 
Citizens Statewide Lake 
Assessment Program (CSLAP). 
Successful despite horrible puns 
(e.g., it should be called lake-slap, 
not sea-slap) this program has been 
run by the NY State Department of 
Environmental Conservation since 
1986. In addition to providing 
information to help us manage our 
three lakes, our data will be entered 
into a statewide database to give a 
better sense of the overall health of 
the lakes in New York. The 
information gathered is designed to 
give a good indication of trends in 
the health ofour lakes over time. 
A number of states use similar 
testing protocols to facilitate sharing 
information across states. This 
history of trends will help the Three 
Lakes Council to make decisions 
about actions we could take and to 
judge the effectiveness of 
interventions tried by other lakes. 

Most people identify water clarity 
as one of their primary water quality 
concerns. In general, water clarity 
can be affected by three major fac
tors: the amount of algae in the wa
ter, the turbidity (the amount of sus
pended particles in the water, such 
as silt), and the fundamental color 
of the water. The CSLAP testing 
protocol tests items that affect water 
clarity. The testing identifies the 
chemical or physical status of the 
water clarity and compares it to the 
subjective experience of the lake 
conditions by the volunteers. The 
correlation of the scientific and sub
jective results helps us identify whe
ther we are looking at the correct 
elements, that is, the elements that 
affect the recreational value of the 
lakes. In addition, since many lakes 
are complaining about aquatic weed 
growth, weed sampling is now a 
component ofthe CSLAP protocol. 

Thanks to a terrific response from 
volunteers from the community, we 
are able to join the CSLAP program 
this year and sample in each ofour 
three lakes. On a chilly day in 
May, fifteen intrepid volunteers 
from the Three Lakes learned the 
sampling protocol from Scott Kish
baugh of NYS DEC. Susan Dar
ling, from the Westchester Depart
ment of Planning also attended, 
along with volunteers from other 
lakes in Westchester and Rockland. 
This education session was part of 
the state quality control to ensure 
that the State -- and the Three Lakes 
Council -- can rely upon the results. 

Kishbaugh gave an introduction to 
the testing protocol on shore at the 
Two Lakes Club Beach. Then an 
armada ofrowboats and canoes pro
ceeded out to the beach float where 
the volunteers tried out the Secchi 
disk and the Kemmerer bottle. 
Once back on shore, we learned 
how to process the water samples 
and prepare them for their frozen 
shipment to the lab for analysis. 

The Sec chi disk is used to indicate 
the transparency of the water by the 
depth at which the disk disappears 
from sight. The Kemmerer bottle is 
used to gather water samples at 
specific depths. The elements that 

Scott Kishbaugh ojNYSDEC 
demonstrates the Kemmerer bottle 
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What's wrong with 
this picture? 

"Whew... what afuZl day! It was so 
beautiful I got out in the yard early 
to mow the grass nice and short, 
weed, rake and fertilize; I even 
planted some gorgeous new flowers 
the guy at Home Depot said came 
from Asia but do really well in our 
area. Then I collected all the debris 
in a big pile by the lake. Planning 
ahead for tonight's dinner party I 
threw my new shirt in the washer 
and did a couple ofleftover dishes 
with that super new dishwasher 
soap. After all that I only had time 
to wash the car and walk the dog
good thing she pooped in our yard 
so I didn't have to pick it up! Just 
before everyone came, I snuck out 
to feed Lucy and Ethel (I really love 
those geese). Finally, glass ofwine 
in hand, I sat downfor dinner with 
friends. " 

Well, how many "healthy lake" 
mistakes did you spot in this typical 
lake community day? Basically, the 
only thing she did that was 
nondestructive was to eat and drink 
with friends! It's easy to forget that 
living on the lake requires a bit 
more effort than in other 
communities. Here are some 
reminders of "Best Practices" we 
can all use to keep our lake healthy 
and our neighborhood beautiful. 

Outside: 
Phosphorus fertilizers are the 
enemy, plain and simple. If you 
feel you must, please use a non
phosphorus one or better yet, if you 
live by the lake, water your yard 
with nutrient filled lake water. Try 
to use native plants in your gardens 
and be very very wary ofanything 
exotic (need I say milfoil or purple 
loosestrife?) Try to keep any yard 
debris away from the lake you can 
leave the grass clippings on the 
lawn and only rake the leaves you 
must as they help filter the water 
draining back to the lake. Keep 
your grass at least 3 inches high for 
the same reason, and if you live by 
the lake, consider planting a runoff 
buffer of shrubs and groundcover. 

Runoff from washing the car isn't 
worth it use a commercial car 
wash. Whatever you do, don't take 
that septic for granted just because 
it doesn't stink! Your system really 
needs to be pumped out every two 
years, every year if you live 
lakeside. No matter how much in a 
hurry you are, please pick 
up that dog poop every condition of various 
where - it's yummy food unprotected swim 
for aquatic plants. On the floats, docks and 
waterfront, please don't lawns around the 
scoop that goose poop in lakes. The amount of 
the lake. It's also a good waste generated by a 

also be composted with your other 
yard wastes, but using the garbage 
removes it permanently. 

Wildfowl Waste 
Anyone can see the impact of the 
geese and duck populations of the 
Three Lakes watershed just by 

looking at the 

idea to let geese find their own food 

to maintain a natural ecosystem. 


Inside: 

We don't need a water shortage to 

be sure we only wash full loads of 

clothes and dishes. AL WAYS use 

a non-phosphorus dishwasher soap. 

Nix the garbage disposal. 


Wine: white with fish; red with 

beef; everything with friends! 

Remember you can help preserve 

the lovely view you enjoy while you 

drink it. 


Note: You should have received a 

card in the mail with "Best 

Practices" reminders and lots of 

helpful information is available on 

the Three Lakes website, 

www.ThreeLakesCoullcil.org. 


Regina Anderson 

Clean Up After Pets 
And Geese 

Pet Wastes 
Pet waste contains many nutrients 
that can have a negative impact on 
our lakes as well as harboring 
pathogens such as e coli. The 
Lewisboro town ordinance requires 
that a dog may not soil any property 
except that of its owner. Therefore, 
ifyou walk your dog offyour own 
property, whether it is on private or 
public property, you are required to 
clean up after your pet. When 
disposing ofthe pet wastes, please 
place it in your garbage so that it is 
removed from our watershed. It can 

Canada goose is between one and 
three pounds per day. This waste 
adds both unwanted nutrients and 
pathogens to the lakes, such as e 
coli or the parasite that causes 
swimmer's itch. When cleaning up 
after these animals, DO NOT throw 
the waste in the water. Put it on a 
compost pile or better yet, bag it 
and put it in your garbage. 

The best solution is to avoid having 
wildfowl on your property. DON'T 
feed the geese. Consider some type 
of fencing or border plantings. 
Geese like low vegetation on land 
adjacent to water and they prefer to 
land in water and then walk onto the 
land. They also prefer unobstructed 
areas at least 30' wide and generally 
will not land in areas smaller than 
30'. A border planting at least 30" 
high with a meandering path will 
break up the sight line making the 
area less desirable for the geese 
while not hindering access to shore. 
Breaking up a large single area into 
smaller plots separated by plantings 
may also help deter geese. A 24" 
fence made of five strands of20# 
monofilament line is barely visible 
yet can effectively deter geese from 
walking onto your property, dock or 
float. 

Various resources and recommen
dations are available on the web 
such as: 

ww\v.dec.state.ny.us/websit~!dfwmr 
Iwildlife/geese. pdf 

www.westchestergoy.comfP::trkslNa 
iYr;;Ce;tersO~/CandaGeec"le.htm 

Lou Feeney 
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Options for 

Controlling 


Submersed Aquatic 

Plants 


There are a number of options for 
controlling weeds in the Three 
Lakes. For the majority of the users 
on the 
Three 
Lakes, the 
weed issue 
is milfoil. 
Eurasian 
milfoil is 
an invasive plant which has spread 
widely throughout our lakes and can 
out-compete native vegetation. 
Stands of Eurasian milfoil provide 
poor habitat for waterfowl, fish, and 
other wildlife. Milfoil also 
interferes with recreational uses of 
the lakes: swimming, boating, and 
fishing. 

Many components interact in our 
lakes. If we eliminate large stands 
of weeds, there may be other 
effects. The most frequent 
complaint at other lakes that have 
removed a lot of weeds is more 
frequent and more dense algae 
blooms, but fish populations could 
also be affected. Similarly, we 
should avoid disrupting native water 
plants, as any disturbance of the 
native water plants may give an 
entry point for the very aggressive 
and adaptable milfoil. 

The underlying cause of the lake 
weeds is excess phosphorus in our 
lakes. Reducing phosphorus, 
therefore, is the longer-term 
requirement. Unfortunately, 
reducing phosphorus will take time. 
While the weed approaches we have 
outlined here may temporarily 
reduce some of the symptoms of too 
much phosphorus, none will address 
the root cause of the issue. 

Weed Control Options 

Weed Control Options come in 
several categories. Physical 
controls include hand harvesting, 
suction harvesting, mechanical 

harvesting, and benthic barriers. 
Chemical controls are herbicides. 
Biological controls include grass 
carp and weevils. 

References and recognition: 
Thanks to the authors of the 
Practical Guide to Lake Manage
ment in Massachusetts, the source 
of much of this information. For 
the full text of that document, see 
www.m<l,ss.gov!dcr/waterSllpply£ta.l" 
epond/downloads/practical guide.p 
df 
Other sources were also used to 
compile the recommendations for 
our Three Lakes. 

Hand Harvesting 
Recommended by Three Lakes 
Council: plants and fragments 
must be removed. 

Hand pulling is exactly what it 
sounds like: an individual or 
homeowner selectively pulls out 
unwanted plants on an individual 
basis. This is a highly selective 
technique, and a labor intensive one. 
All harvested plants and all 
fragments ofplants must be 
removed from the lake. This 
technique is too labor intensive for 
large-scale efforts, especially when 
weeds are dense or extensive. 
However, many Three Lakes users 
have been able to effectively control 
milfoil for small swimming and 
boating areas by harvesting by 
hand. Some report that after 
significant harvesting one year, re
growth is reduced in subsequent 
years, making hand harvesting less 
burdensome. This option may not 
be viable in all areas due to bottom 
contour and the amount ofmil foil in 
the area. 

Suction Harvesting - Tentatively 
recommended by Three Lakes 
Council pending evaluation of 
2005 actions. 

A snorkeler or scuba diver can 
selectively pull out unwanted plants. 
Suction dredging allows a higher 
rate ofpulling in a targeted area 
since the diver does not have to 
carry pulled plants to a disposal 

point. By suctioning the plant 
fragments are removed more 
efficiently from the lake. ~-!.!..!.~ 
hand harvesting, native plants 
should not be removed. 
Several Lake Waccabuc residents 
engaged a suction harvester, 
Universal Water Solutions, at the 
end of the 2005 season. It appears 
that this service removed weeds and 
also removed the loose debris or 
sediment on the lake bottom. The 
removal of the sediments should 
reduce the ability of weeds to 
reestablish a footing in the area. 
Caution should be exercised to 
avoid redistributing the fine 
sediment and nutrients into other 
areas of the lake. The large amount 
ofmaterials removed from the lake 
must be disposed ofproperly. 

The Three Lakes Council will 
monitor the results of the 2005 
actions in the 2006 season and 
evaluate if there are limits to how 
much should be harvested this way 
each year to avoid ecological 
damage. 

Mechanical Cutting, Mowing and 
Harvesting -- Hand cutting is 
recommended only when all 
fragments are removed from the 
lakes. Use of large mechanical 
harvesters is not recommended 
because of the inability to collect 
all fragments and because it 
encourages denser milfoil growth. 

In mechanical harvesting, a blade 
or a larger mechanical device is 
used on the plants, severing part of 
the plant from the remaining rooted 
portion. For milfoil, regrowth is so 
rapid that it negates the benefits of 
the cutting in a few weeks. Since 
the plant fragments are not collected 
once they are cut, mechanical 
harvesting spreads milfoiI as well as 
increasing its ability to shade out 
native plants. 

Benthic Barriers -- Benthic 
Barriers are recommended but 
users are cautioned about the 
expense and difficulty of 
instaJIation, the drawbacks after 
installation, and the need for 
annual maintenance for continued 
effectiveness. 
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In theory, benthic barriers should be 
a highly effective plant control 
technique, at least on a local, 
selective area. In practice, however, 
there have been difficulties with the 
deployment and maintenance of 
benthic barriers, limiting their 
usefulness. Benthic barrier 
problems include long-term 
integrity of the barrier, billowing 
caused by trapped gases, 
accumulation of sediment on top of 
barriers, and growth of plants on 
porous barriers. A benthic barrier 
installed in one area of Lake 
Waccabuc, while initially 
beneficial, was topped with 
sediment and active weed growth 
because no annual maintenance 
occurred. 

Chemical Herbicides 
Herbicides are strongly not rec
ommended for use in the Three 
Lakes. The principal reason to 
prohibit herbicide use is that 
many residents obtain drinking 
water from the lakes. In addition, 
herbicides are non-selective, toxic 
to trout, and some have enduring 
environmental impacts. 

Many people in the Three Lakes 
area have heard of chemical use in 
other lakes, including Lake 
Truesdale. The use of many 
chemicals is prohibited in our lakes 
because some residents use these 
lakes for drinking water, requiring 
extensive permitting and provision 
of alternate water sources or 
housing during and after treatment. 
In addition, these chemicals are 
non-selective, toxic to sensitive fish 
and other life, and have a limited 
effectiveness against milfoil, 
requiring frequent application. 
Finally, some chemicals are 
considered to be a potential 
contaminant to area wells used for 
drinking water. For all these 
reasons, the Three Lake Council 
strongly recommends against 
further consideration of the use of 
these chemicals in our lakes. 

Grass Carp -- The Three Lakes 
Council recommends against the 
introduction of grass carp to the 
Three Lakes. 

Grass carp are selective eaters, and 
milfoil is their least preferred food. 
For this reason, they are considered 
an all-or-nothing option to be used 
only where the complete 
elimination ofall weeds is 
acceptable. Grass carp may take 
several years to have an impact on 
plant life. If not stocked in numbers 
to eat all of the plants, there may 
actually be an increase in mil foil 
since they eat the native plants first. 
Since they do nothing to reduce the 
phosphorus, significant algae 
blooms have occurred in lakes 
where grass carp have been 
introduced. Finally, permits and 
outflow barriers are required before 
stocking can occur. 

Milfoil Weevils and Aquatic 
Moths -- Milfoil weevils and 
moths might be a future 
technique but to this point 
introductions have not been 
reliably successful. The Three 
Lakes Council will continue to 
monitor progress in this 
technique. 

There are native weevils and 
naturalized moths which live on 
milfoiL There has been some 
success in some lakes where 
weevils or moths natural occur in 
sufficient quantities to control 
milfoil, but supplementing with 
introduced popUlations has not been 
a reliable control approach. The 
current application recommends 1 
to 4 weevils per milfoil stalk at a 
cost of $1200 per 1000 weevils, and 
introduction requires placing them 
by hand on the milfoil stalks. Over
wintering is not always successful, 
requiring repeat annual applications. 

There is some hope that the native 
weevil may follow the spread of the 
milfoil and adapt to keep the milfoil 
in balance. The Three Lakes 
Council will continue to follow 
developments, but for now this 
technique seems promising but not 
yet practica1. 

Janet Andersen 

Septic 
System 
Report 
Update: 

White Knight 

When septic systems fail, or are 
about to, homeowners are left with a 
decision. The failure may be with 
the tank or with the septic fields, or 
both. 

There are options, but ifyou want 
time to research them before you 
have an emergency, you need to 
know the condition ofyour tank 
and, as far as possible, your fields. 
It is important to ask pointedly 
about the condition of your tank 
each time it is pumped out and to 
follow up on any warning signs. 
Your fields may be deteriorating 
just because they are old and it may 
be harder to assess them, but how 
well your tank in draining into them 
might provide a warning. A detailed 
report on septic systems and Tara 
Owen's personal account of 
choosing a White Knight system 
can be found in last year's 
newsletter on the Three Lakes 
Council web site. 

Here's how we came to install the 
White Knight system. 

Last year our septic system backed 
up into the house due to a root 
crushing the line between the house 
and the tank. We had had our tank 
pumped out every two years and 
each time had asked about its 
condition. We had been told it was 
getting old, but were not told we 
needed to do anything right away. 
Nevertheless in the process of 
diagnosing our back up problem, we 
had the tank pumped out and 
discovered it need to be replaced. 

We found that the baftles in the 
tank, which keep the solids from 
exiting the tank into the fields, were 
almost gone, so we were worried 
that the fields also might be 
compromised. We researched the 
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options and decided on the White 
Knight system because it promised 
not only to prevent further decline 
but also to help restore fields if they 
were getting clogged. 

Jim and Kathy Fennelly reported a 
similar experience. While their 1955 
system had not failed, construction 
at their lake home prompted them to 
research improving the septic. As a 
chemist with thirty years in the field 
of environmental services, Paul 
understood and liked the biology 
and chemistry of the White Knight 
system, which relies on aerobic 
bacteria that eats organic material 
placed in the tank. The bacteria 
need to be replenished about once a 
year. 

We had the old tank pumped out, 
and the White Knight distributor 
replaced it with a new one. A 
unique part of the installation is the 
air pump, which is on the surface 
near the house, connected to a 
power line and to a buried hose 
g?~g to the tank. The pump injects 
aIr mto the tank for the aerobic 
bacteria. The pump and bacteria can 
be added to an existing tank. 

The cost for installing the system 
including a new tank, runs about' 
$5000 to $6000. Maintenance runs 
about $200 a year, and there is the 
additional cost of electricity to run 
the pump. This cost is at least 
partially offset by the elimination of 
the need to periodically pump out 
the tank. 

So far, our new system seems to be 
running fine. Everything is 
underground and out of sight, 
except for the air pump, which has 
been quietly humming away 2417 
for the last year without incident. 
Tara also reports that the first 
replenishment of bacteria in her 
system went off without a hitch. 
The Fennellys look forward to the 
completion of their system. 

For more information, visit 
www.knighttreatmentsystem~.com 

Bobbie and Lew Terman 

Control Of Algae 

The Three Lakes Council is 
seriously evaluating methods of 
improving the water quality by 
reducing the amount of algae in the 
water, primarily in Lake Waccabuc. 
Reducing the phosphorus input is 
the essential and long-term solution 
since it will reduce both weed and 
algae growth. However, there are 
two more immediate methods that 
coul~ be applicable. One is by 
aeratIOn of the hypolimnion (lowest 
depth layer), with which we have 
son:e experience, and the other is by 
addm~ alum. Both are expensive 
techmques and an important first 
step is to determine the value of 
water clarity to lake users. First 
some background. 

Algae 
Algae are simple rootless plants that 
grow in water in proportion to the 
amount ofnutrients available. They 
may be free floating or may attach 
themselves to submerged objects 
depending upon the type of alga; 
and their environment. 

Algae need both light and nutrients 
to ~o:v. Their ~owth is slowed by 
turbIdIty or shadmg which can come 
from either aquatic plants or the 
algae itself. In the Three Lakes the .nutrIent determining the growth ' of 
alg~e. is phosphorus. That is, any 
addItIOnal phosphorus will trigger 
additional algal growth. Therefore 
algal growth rates can respond ' 
rapidly to changes in the amount of 
phosphorus in the epilinmion (upper 
layers oflake water). Thus, it is 
extremely important to control and 
reduce the amount of phosphorus in 
this region. 

Tbe Algae - Plant Balance 
Aquatic. plants and algae compete 
for nutrIents, and phosphorus is the 
nutrient that enables the growth of 
both. They both also require 
sunlight. 

A significant reduction of aquatic 
plants could result in more severe 
algae blooms since the phosphorus 
formerly consumed by the plants 

that have been removed would now 
be available to feed the algae. 

Conversely, if algae were 
eliminated, plant growth could 
become more extensive. This would 
not necessarily be the result amount 
of phosphorus available, because 
the plants use the phosphorus in the 
sediment, but rather a function of 
the increase in sunlight reaching 
greater depth, encouraging plant 
growth in deeper water. 

Phosphorus 
The root cause of the algae problem 
IS tha; phosphorus is continually 
en.termg the lakes, primarily via 
ramwater runoff or septic effluent 
seepage. Much of the phosphorus 
that has entered the lakes over the 
years has accumulated in the 
sediment at the bottom of the lakes. 
If the dissolved oxygen level at the 
interface between the sediment and 
water is high enough (generally 
gr.eater th~n 1 mg/l) the phosphorus 
wIll remam bound to the sediment 
and not come out into solution. 
This is what happens naturally in an 
oligotrophic lake, a young lake low 
in nutrients. Since our lakes are 
approaching the eutrophic state, the 
oxygen becomes depleted from the 
hypolimnion in the summer, and 
phosphorus is released from the 
sediment into the water. It had been 
long believed that the thermocline 
effectively sealed the epilinmion 
from the hypolimnion, but it is now 
known that some phosphorus 
crosses this boundary. So, some of 
the phosphorus in the richer 
hypolimnion migrates into the 
epilimnion, which has less 
phosphorus, and is then available to 
accelerate plant and algae growth. 

Remember, reducing the 
phosphorus input is key since it will 
reduce weed and algae growth. 
Results won't be seen immediately, 
however, since so much phosphorus 
has accumulated in the sediment 
over the years, it will take many, 
many years to flush it out. 
Therefore, phosphorus influx 
reduction must be viewed as a lone a 

~erm program. A shorter-term step 
IS to reduce the amount of 
phosphorus available in the 
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epilimnion, the upper level oflake 
water where the plants and algae 
grow, by the use of aeration or 
application of alum. 

Aeration of Lake Waters 

Introduction 
Lakes the depth of Lake Waccabuc 
and Lake Oscaleta tend to stratify 
into distinct layers during the 
warmer months of the year. The top 
layer, the epilimnion, tends to be 
warmer and is naturally oxygenated 
by its contact with the air and the 
effect of winds on the surface. The 
bottom layer, the hypolimnion, is 
much colder and, after the lake 
stratifies during the late spring, 
quickly loses its oxygen because of 
the decomposition of organic 
material in the water. The lack of 
oxygen has two detrimental effects 
on the lakes. The first is the 
inability of fish to live in the cooler 
waters that they prefer. The second 
is a chemical reaction that occurs in 
oxygen-depleted waters that allows 
the phosphorus to leach out of the 
bottom sediments and become 
dissolved in the water column. The 
Cedar Eden study found that the 
Lake Waccabuc internal loading, 
the amount ofphosphorus in the 
sediment, is 44% of the total 
phosphorus levels of the lake. 

Hypolimnetic aeration increases the 
oxygen levels in the hypolimnion 
without disturbing the lake 
stratification. A properly sized 
system will actually improve the 
cold water fishery with increased 
oxygen levels as well as reduce the 
phosphorus leaching. Aeration of a 
lake can improve the lake habitat 
both by reducing a source of 
phosphorus for algae blooms and 
making a better habitat to sustain 
fish and other aquatic animals. 

History of Aerators on Lake 
Waccabuc 
In 1973, Union Carbide installed 
our current aerators to improve the 
health of Lake Waccabuc. Their 
reports show that the hypolimnic 
dissolved oxygen levels increased 
from 0 to 4 mg/I when they were 
started up on July 9, 1973, after the 

lakes had stratified and the 
hypolimnion had become anoxic. 
Union Carbide operated the aerators 
until 1976 and maintained dissolved 
oxygen levels between 3.5 and 7.0 
mg/l in the hypolimnion. 

SUNY Purchase studied the lakes 
from 1980 to 1983. According to 
the last record ofthis period, the 
aerators were effective in 
oxygenating th,e hypolimnion in 
1983. There are no records ofany 
further studies until the current 
series of studies by Cedar Eden. 
Testing revealed that the aerators 
were not oxyge~nating the 
hypolimnion. As a result, the 
aerators were not operated in 2005 
and no difference was noted. While 
the cause is not known, it is 
suspected that a significant increase 
in oxygen-com;uming organic debris 
has overwhelmed the aerators. 

Based on the a;nount of equipment 
that is installed and its prior perfor
mance level, it is recommended that 
a qualified [mIl be engaged to re
view the current status of the system 
to determine that practical limits of 
what is installed and what further 
equipment would be required to 
meet the oxygen demand. 

Alum Treatment: 
Another method of keeping phos
phate in the sediment and out of the 
water is to deposit a metallic com
pound, which binds with the phos
phorus, on the sediment. Alum, a 
form of aluminum sulphate, has 
been used since the early 1980s and 
is the most common material used 
due to the high reactivity of alumi
num. Alum is applied directly to 
the lake by boat over the areas con
taining hypolimnic water, basically 
areas deeper than 12 to 15 feet. It 
produces the added benefit of clear
ing the water because, when added, 
the alum causes much of the partic
ulate matter, primarily algae in our 
case, to gradually sink to the bottom 
along with the alum. The alum 
combines with the phosphorus in 
the lake water, settles to the bottom 
of the lake, and "seals" the bottom 
sediments. Once the sediments are 
covered by the alum, phosphorus 
cannot be released and re-suspended 

when the dissolved oxygen level at 
the water-sediment interface is low. 

If the influx of phosphorus is kept 
low, then the alum treatment will 
keep the phosphate level in the 
water column at a low level for 10 
or more years. Over time, a new 
layer of sediment will form over the 
alum layer and the effectiveness of 
the alum becomes reduced. The 
more phosphorus entering the lake, 
the less time the effectiveness ofthe 
alum treatment lasts. The question 
is not whether the alum will work 
but for how long. 

Alum treatment is suitable for Lake 
Waccabuc. Alum treatment is gen
erally used in lakes that exhibit long 
retention times, with little flushing. 
Waccabuc's flushing rate is 1.2 
times per year which is low. Alum 
has been tested on many lakes simi
lar to ours and has little or no ad
verse impact on the lakes. It is used 
in some of the NYC Reservoirs, not 
so much for binding the phosphorus 
but just for water clarification. 

Jar tests are necessary prior to alum 
treatment to determine appropriate 
dosage, to determine ifbuffering is 
necessary to maintain pH levels, 
and develop costs. Permits are re
quired from the NYS DEC when
ever any chemical addition to a 
body of water is planned. Different 
permits may be necessary depen
ding on the nature and extent ofthe 
project. As part of this permitting 
process, the impact on drinking 
water usage must be addressed. 

Both aeration and alum treatment 
are expensive, and not usually 
recommended until the inflow of 
phosphorus is brought under 
control. As mentioned earlier, 
controlling the influx of phosphorus 
is a long term process at best, hence, 
it might be wise to consider going 
forth with one or both of these 
options before lake water quality 
becomes even worse than it is now. 
The desires of the lake residents 
need to be determined and then 
weighed against the cost and other 
factors. 

Paul Lewis 
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and released a 4-pound plus Fishing Report smallmouth bass from his dock. 
John Zappia has been out looking 2006 
for crappie but the action has been 
very slow so far. All in all, by my 
observations, very few fishermen 
have been on the lakes so far this 
season. I assume it is has been 
because of the cool weather and 
windy conditions. 
I know a lot you like to do catch 
and release and there are a good 
number that use bait when doing 
this. Certainly catch and release is 
a good thing and I applaud those 
that do. However, one thing that I 
have noticed is that not too many of 

The 2006 fishing season has been 
off to a slow start. I have had 
scattered reports of some nice fish 
so far this year but nowhere near the 
amount of good news stories as in 
past years. This is not a bad sign as 
I'm writing this earlier (5/14) than 
usual and the water temperature 
seems to be lower that usuaL The 
bass should be stating to nest very 
soon which means the fishing 
should be hot by the time this goes 
to press. Rumor has it that Steve 
Ackilli caught a 6-pound plus 
bro'iVTI trout in Waccabuc last week 
and about a month ago, Zeke caught 

*Guidelines 

those that practice catch and release 
while bait fishing are using "circle" 
hooks, which are now made with 
finer wire that make them very 
desirable. When using circle hooks 
remember not to "set the hook--
yank." Just start slowly reeling, and 
a very high percentage of the time, 
the hook will lodge itself in the 
comer of the fish's mouth. When 
this happens, the survival rate of the 
released fish goes way up, which is 
the objective of the release. So the 
next time you stop to see Zeke for 
bait please ask him about the circle 
hooks. 
The 3LC has funded the stocking of 

trout again this year and we wiII be 
putting in 650 eleven inch brown 
trout. 425 fish will be placed in 
Waccabuc and 225 in Oscaleta and 
they are scheduled to arrive on June 
3. If anyone is interested in 
helping out with the stocking, 
please let me know, and I'll notity 
you of future stockings. Last year 
we had some kids helping out and it 
was a fun time for all. 
According to the 2006 NYS fishing 
regulations that govern our 3 lakes, 
licenses are required anyone 
between ages of 16 or older and can 
be obtained from the to'iVTI clerk. 
See below for rules regarding catch 
limits. 

Additional information on fishing 
can be found on the NYS DEC 
website: 
http://www.dec.state.nv.us/website/ 
dfwmr/fish/fishregs/index.htl'n! 

Anyone interested in additional 
information or would like to provide 
input please send me a note at 

Thanks and good luck fishing. 

Joe Tansey 

Species Season Size i Daily Limit 

Trout (brook, brown rainbow trout) 411 -10/15 Any size 5 

i Largemouth/smallmouth bass 6/21 -11130 12 inches 5 

Pickerel 5/3 3115 I 15 inches 5 
i 

. Crappie All year 9 inches 25 

Perch/Sunfish I All year Any size 50 I 
Carp/suckers All year Any size None i 
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Phosphorus and 

Water Quality 


Although the tenn water quality can 
have different meaning depending 
on how one uses the water, for 
many, water quality means water 
clarity. In the case of our three 
lakes, the biggest impact on water 
clarity is the growth of algae. All 
plants require a balance of nitrogen 
and phosphorus in order to grow. 
Algae and other non-rooted plant 
life absorb phosphorus and nitrogen 
that is dissolved in the water col
umn. Rooted plants extract the ele
ments they require from the sedi
ments on the lake bottom. Chemical 
tests of our three lakes show that the 
element we can limit to control 
plant gro\vth is phosphorus. Each 
additional pound ofphosphorus that 
enters the lake system can support 
approximately 500 pounds of algae 
and plant growth. Therefore, one of 
the most critical problems of 
managing water quality in a lake 
system is to control the phosphorus. 

Generally, the sources of 
phosphorus can be classified as: 

• Uncontrollable - Rain or run-off 
from undeveloped land such as 
Mountain Lakes Camp. 

• Limited Control- Run-off from 
residential lands 

• Actionable 	 Phosphorus leaching 
from lake sediments, known as 
internal load, and the mandated 
Department of Health corrosion 
control in use at the Twin Lakes 
water supply. These are sources 
where outside action can be taken 
to directly impact the amount of 
phosphorus from that source. 
Total control of these sources 

cannot be expected, but a large 
reduction can occur under the 
right circumstances. 

To improve overall water quality, it 
has been recommended that we 
work to obtain reductions of 
phosphorus of25%, 26% and 50% 
for Lakes Oscaleta, Rippowam and 
Waccabuc respectively. 

Reducing impact from limited 
control sources requires us to work 
with homeowners in the watershed 
area to reduce the amount of phos
phorus from those properties. In 
general, the run-off from developed 
properties, including open lands in 
residential areas, contains between 5 
and 6 times more phosphorus that 
forested lands. Some of the 
additional sources of phosphorus 
from residential areas are lawn 
fertilizers, pet wastes, automatic 
dishwasher detergents and septic 
effluent. We will continue our 
efforts to educate homeowners as to 
how they can help limit these 
sources. Proper septic maintenance, 
use ofphosphorus-free fertilizers 
and detergents, and proper disposal 
of pet wastes can all help decrease 
phosphorus from these sources. 

The Twin Lakes Water Works and 
the lake internal loading are both 
complicated issues that require not 
only actions on our part, including 
the possibility of needing significant 
funding, but also involve govern
ment pennission. Under the Clear 
Water Act, water systems are 
required to test for lead and copper. 
The water in our area does not 
contain any lead or copper itself, but 
it can cause lead and copper to leach 
out of copper and brass pipes and 
fixtures. Therefore, the New York 
Department of Health has mandated 

that the system implement a 
corrosion control program that 
includes adding a phosphate-based 
chemical to the water. The water 
works is working with their supplier 
to find an alternative treatment to 
the current chemicals. However, 
any new treatment must be able to 
provide the same levels of corrosion 
control and must be approved by the 
State before being implemented. 

The internal load of the lakes comes 
from phosphorus that leaches from 
the lake bottom sediments. This is 
primarily caused by a chemical 
reaction that occurs when a lake 
stratifies and there is no oxygen in 
the water at the lake bottom. There 
are two methods of stopping these 
reactions. The first is to increase the 
oxygen content through aeration 
and the second is to use a chemical 
such as alum to bind with the 
phosphorus and prevent it from 
leaching out of the sediments. 

In 2004, it was detennined that our 
aerators were not functioning well 
enough to produce any additional 
levels of oxygen in the water. 
Therefore, they were not in use 
during 2005 and they will not be 
used in 2006. We are trying to 
detennine why the units are no 
longer functioning properly and 
what corrective actions must be 
made. Alum treatments can 
effectively bind phosphorus to the 
bottom sediments for a number of 
years, but the life of the treatment is 
dependent on reducing other flows 
of phosphorus. Both ofthese two 
methods of phosphorus control are 
discussed further in other articles in 
the newsletter. 

Lou Feeney 

I 

Percent of Phosphorus 
Contribution by Source 

. Source Lake Oscaleta Lake Rippowam Lake Waccabuc 

Uncontrollable 52.0 64.3 
Limited Control 27.1 17.6 ;;:: 

Water Sup.Lp~IIY---_-l__-Ti9~.2~-~---t--..!.1~8.~0----~-+---=--:--------J 
Internal Load 11. 7 0.1 44.2 

Total Phosphorus Load 100.0% 100.0% 100.0°/" 
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Treasurer's Report 

The Three Lakes Council raised 
approximately $25000 in 
contributions and dues in 2005. Our 
membership numbers continue to 
increase and last year we had over 
175 dues-paying members. As you 
know, we turned off the aerators last 
year because they were ineffective 
and were costing us a lot of money 
to maintain and operate. Our Cedar 
Eden lake management studies 
continue to be our major operating 

cost. The fees for their studies and 
reports were approximately $9500 
again last year. Fish stocking 
($1800), the annual picnic ($3000), 
this newsletter and other important 
mailings we do during the year 
($1800) are some of our continuing 
costs. Insurance ($2400) and taxes 
($3200) and some miscellaneous 
expenses make up the remainder of 
our annual budget. 

We have been working on various 
ways to reduce our operating 
expenses. For example, to reduce or 
eliminate tax payments on property 
owned by the Council, we have 
applied for tax relief with the town, 
through the tax grievance 
procedure. Decisions wiII be made 
this summer upon completion of our 
work concerning gifting this 
property to The Westchester Land 
Trust. In addition, we are lowering 
publishing and mailings costs. 

=============================== 


Spending on lake preservation will 
continue as we monitor and test our 
water quality with the help of our 
consultant, Cedar Eden 
EnvironmentaL Even here we have 
organized a less expensive means to 
accomplish the testing and analysis 
through our membership in 
CSLAP. At a very reasonable cost, 
a dedicated group of some twenty
plus volunteers will individually 
conduct water testing throughout 
the summer. 

Today, the Three Lakes Council is 
financially sound due to continued 
support from our members and from 
others who have made special 
contributions to enable our efforts. 
Thank you for this important and 
generous support. 

Jim Greaves 
Treasurer, Three Lakes Council, Inc. 
(a (501) (c) (3) charitable organization) 

Tax-deductible membership dues of $50 (if you haven't already renewed) ........ . 


guests for picnic ($25 each) ........ . 


added donation for fish stocking, Cedar Eden study, other ......... . 


Total amount of check (made out to "Three Lakes Council") ...... . 

Name: E-Mail: 

Spouse/Partner's Name: _______ Phone: 

Does your company have a matching gifts program? Name of company: ________ 

Local Address: __________Post Office: _____________ 

Preferred Mailing Address _________________, post or e-mail?) 

Please remit payment to: 
THREE LAKES COUNCIL 

P.O. Box 241 

SOUTH SALEM, NY 10590 


The Three Lakes Council is a 501 (c)3 organization. 

Al/ donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 


!l!f !L(willDP!Ie//PtUlffPUtphpl. 

DUmOfl'Ptt-miU!PtiDffJIIl'flIIIf 
pthfl'thiDtP tff/lfPU in/iJ!1!lftlpit 
I4tejJffffIYiJdPO f/fIJItr 
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THREE LAKES BOAT STICKER REGISTRATION 

V oluntary compliance with the Three Lakes Boat Sticker Registration 
Program serves the following important purposes: 

1. 	 To protect our lakes against invasive zebra mussels 
2. 	 To identifY owners of stray boats so that they can be returned 
3. 	 To keep unauthorized, transient boats off the lakes 

1. 	 Don't put any boat into our lakes that has been on another body of fresh water without first steam cleaning 
the hull or leaving the boat bottom exposed to sunlight for a minimum of 10 days to kill all zebra mussel 
larvae. Visual inspection doesn't suffice; larvae are microscopic in size. Don't permit friends to launch 
their boats from your dock unless you can personally guarantee that they are free of zebra mussels. 

2. 	 If you find a stray boat floating in the lakes, record the sticker number and contact Alayne Vlachos 

by phone (763-3800) or e-mail (twinkle160(i:v.aol.com). She will alert the owner. 


3. 	 If you see a boat on the lakes without a sticker, engage the boater in a friendly discussion. First, explain that 
you notice they don't have a sticker, then inform them that stickers are part of our effort to keep the lakes 
free of zebra mussels. Finally, ask them to contact Alayne (see above) or their lake association president to 
get a sticker. 

4. 	 If the boater is not a homeowner or the guest of a homeowner, inform him or her that these are private lakes 
and only people with deeded access rights can put boats on them. If this approach fails, contact our Town 
Police at 763-3922 and refer the matter to them. 

5. 	 Please consider using electric motors on your boats. If you must use a gas motor, be aware that Town law 
limits the maximum horsepower to 25HP on Waccabuc and 10HP on Oscaleta and Rippowam, and lake 
associations are enforcing these limits. Also, no 25 HP motors can be kept at the Two Lake Club beach. 

BOAT REGISTRATION FORM 

Please complete thisform even ifyou think we already have this information 
If you already have boat stickers, please provide the information requested below, including sticker #s. 
If you need boat stickers, complete the form minus the sticker #, and we will mail the stickers to you. 

Mail the completedjorm to: Three Lakes Council, P.D. Box 241, South Salem, NY 10590 
NAME:__________________ 
LOCAL ADDRESS: ____________ 
E-MAIL:_________________ If your boatl are not kept at your 
PHONE:.________________ relidence, where are they kept? 

(Boat type: row, canoe, kayak, sail, pontoon, motor, etc.) 
Boat type/colorlbrand_____________ Sticker #: ___ 
Boat type/color/brand. ______________ Sticker #: ___ 
Boat type/Color/brand Sticker #: ___ 
Boat type/color/brand Sticker #: ___ 
Boat type/color/brand Sticker #: ___ 
Boat type/colorlbrand Sticker #: ___ 
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Three Lakes Council 

Annual Picnic 


Erljoy the beach, your neighbors, the lake, music and 
dancing! We'll have our grand cookout featuring filet 

mignon, chicken filets, salads, beer, wine, soda, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, dessert, etc. Get all the news on 

our Three Lakes! 

Place: Waccabuc Country Club 
lake front facility 

Date: Saturday, July 22nd 

Time: 6:00 PM-to-9:00 PM 
Admission: Free for families who 
have paid their $50 yearly dues. All 
guests and non-members welcome at 
$25 per person. 

Reservations are crucial to the planning process! Please jill in the 
information below and mail to: Three Lake Council, P.O. Box 241, 
South Salem, NY 10590 
Name of family: __________ 

Number attending: 

Will you bring: Salad for 8 OR Dessert for 8 

Your telephone #: ____ 
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Membership Dues form enclosed 

Three Lakes Council Annual Newsletter 

Inside Find: 

White Knight Update 

Homeowner Best Practices 


Fishing Report 2006 

Invasive Plant Report 

Annual Picnic Notice 


Boat Sticker Registration 

CSLAP - Water Testing 


Aquatic Weed and Algae Control 

Phosphorus Abatement Options 


Animal Waste Advice 

And more! 
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