
The growing population of
Canada geese on our lakes is
one of the most persistent is-

sues confronting the Three
Lakes Council. We con-
stantly hear the question,
“What can we do about
the geese?”

It is a particularly
delicate issue because
the Canada goose is
a protected species.
All Canada geese
in New York, in-
cluding the ones
that no longer migrate, are protected
by federal and state laws which regu-
late the hunting, killing, selling, pur-
chasing or possessing of migratory
birds or their parts (feathers, nests,
eggs, etc). Enforcement authority is
shared by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, The U. S. Department of
Agriculture and the New York State
Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC).  

Canada geese provide enjoyment
to bird watchers and wildlife enthu-
siasts. If allowed to develop naturally
(without human intervention), a pop-
ulation of these birds can be an at-
tractive addition to a lake
community. The distinctive “V” for-

mation of a flying flock is certainly
something special to behold. The

problem is, we’re not seeing that “V”
formation anymore. We’re not hear-
ing those honks that herald the
changing of the seasons. 

Flocks of local nesting (or “resi-
dent”) geese have become year-round
inhabitants of our lakes, where they

contribute enormously to our fecal
coliform counts. Each

adult bird is responsible
for ONE POUND

OF FECAL MATTER
EACH DAY! The increas-

ing coliform counts
in all three of our

lakes have become
particularly alarming and the number
one health issue that is confronting
the Three Lakes. Three consecutive
counts of over 800 micro-organisms
per 100 ccs and the Westchester
County Health Department will con-
demn the lakes for swimming. You
may not be aware of this, but many of
the residences on Waccabuc do not
have wells and depend on lake water
for domestic uses. 

Resident geese are long-lived in
suburban rural areas. They are able to
live 20 years and will lay an average
of five eggs per nest. A female goose
will produce more than 50 young in
her lifetime. Resident geese, as their
name implies, do not migrate and
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Canada Geese: Friend or Foe?

Flocks of local
nesting geese have
become year-round
inhabitants…each

adult bird is
responsible for one

pound of fecal
matter each day!

                     



spend most of their lives in one area.
These geese have a strong tendency
to remain where they were born and
use the same nesting and feeding
sites forever. This makes it very dif-
ficult to eliminate them once they
become habituated to an area. After
nesting, geese undergo an annual
molt, a four to five week flightless
period when they shed and regrow
their outer wing feathers. During the
molt they congregate at ponds or
lakes that provide safety, feed, and
easy escape routes such as lawns
next to water. 

The Three Lakes Council’s
biggest concern is “over-winter feed-
ing. ” Many people enjoy feeding wa-
terfowl and do not appreciate how
directly they are contributing to our
high fecal coliform counts. Feeding
causes flocks to congregate in un-
natural concentrations. Well-fed do-
mestic waterfowl often act as decoys
attracting more wildfowl to a site.
Supplemental feeding also teaches
geese to be unafraid of people, mak-
ing control measures much more dif-
ficult. Feeding is also unhealthy for
the birds, especially because they be-
come dependent on the “free lunch.
”In the absence of human handouts,
a flock will disperse and revert to a
higher quality natural food source.
Once they are accustomed to human
handouts, however, they will be less
likely to migrate and when severe

weather arrives, they will be much
more vulnerable to disease. 

CEASING SUPPLEMENTAL
FEEDING must be the first step in
any control program. Once the pub-
lic understands that geese are very
capable of finding their own food
sources, we will have taken a major
step toward normalizing the goose
population. Remember one pound of
droppings per day per goose quickly
adds up. If there are 200 geese being
fed for three winter months, that is
18,000 pounds of“you know what”
going into our water. THINK
ABOUT THAT. The DEP will pro-
vide us with “Do not feed the geese”
signs should your local association
want them. 

POTENTIAL CONTROL
METHODS

We’ve abbreviated the following
list of suggestions in the interests of
conserving space. For more detailed
information please call the telephone
number below!

DISCONTINUE FEEDING
• Use loud noisemakers
• Install grid wires over swimming

areas
• Let grass grow tall adjacent to

beach areas
• Walk dogs near the lake, under

strict supervision
• Hunt the geese during the Sep-

tember license period
• Install fencing (48-60” high)

NOTE: local zoning regulations
limit lakeside fences to four feet. 

• Install visual scaring devices (e. g.,
owls)

• Capture and remove the geese,
provided you have federal and
state permits

Anyone who would like the sub-
urban goose management video
“Searching for Balance” or a 42-page
booklet titled “Managing Canada
Geese in Urban Environments” may
obtain one from Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension services by calling
607-255-2090. These items are
$19.95 or $10.00 respectively. 

—Dr. Peter Treyz
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Weeding Out the Weeds

While a certain amount of
floating and submerged
vegetation is good for a

lake, providing food and shelter to
ducks, fish and small aquatic animals,
an excess of weeds can be a nuisance
to swimmers and boaters. A particu-
lar bother is Eurasian milfoil pictured
below, a prolific exotic aquatic plant
that fragments and takes root easily
in one to twenty feet of water.

While there is some promising re-
search being undertaken with a bio-
logical control agent called the
“milfoil weevil” or Euhiychiopsis
lecontei1, it will be some time before
results are conclusive. We’ve also
looked into stocking our lakes with
sterile carp and, after taking it up

with local residents, determined that
the potentially undesirable conse-
quences (eradication of established
native plants, the impact on water
clarity, and the possible change in
fishing technique as bass go deeper)
outweighed the benefits at this time.

So that leaves the weed-choked
among us with two alternatives. First,
we can try to install a benthic bar-
rier along our shore fronts. In its sim-

plest form, this barrier consists of a
special opaque fabric that you stretch
out on the lake bed and weight down
with rebar and/or rocks. Since the
barrier effectively blocks sunlight,
the weeds presumably wither and
die. We tried the benthic barrier in
two locations on Lake Waccabuc last
year. A status report on that effort
follows this article.

Of course, the tried and true
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“The three lakes are natural, ancient glacial lakes which have been de-

veloping their flora for some 20,000 years, and many of the aquatic

plants that grow here are relics of those earlier times. That diversity of

plant life is part of what gives our lakes their character, and acts as a nat-

ural protection against alien invasives. In other words, the main reason

why Eurasian Milfoil hasn’t invaded every inch of the lakes is because of

competition from the established native plants. Grass carp prefer tender

leafy plants to the more fibrous milfoils and naiads. If you introduce them,

the first thing they’ll do is wipe out the native plants. The milfoil will then

have no competition to keep it in check and it will become a worse prob-

lem. I’ve noticed a decline in the milfoil in recent years, and this should

continue to a point where the milfoil will be much less of a nuisance. The

best course of action is still (1) keep septic systems well-maintained, (2)

don’t fertilize lakeside lawns, and (3) don’t feed the damn geese!” 

— Kenneth Soltez, local naturalist and lifelong resident of Lake Oscaleta
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method for milfoil removal is good,
old hand harvesting. Here are a few
tips on doing it right:

• Work with a partner. While one
person hand pulls the plant by
the root, the other can catch any
stray fragments. It’s important
that you catch these stray bits, as
they can float away and take root
as a new plant.

• Get the roots... or the plant will
resprout. The best method is to
reach or swim down toward the
bottom of the lake then, running
your hand along the main stem of
the plant, reach into the sedi-
ment and grab hold of the root
bundle. Carefully pull, trying to
get as much of the roots and stem
as possible.

• Gently roll the whole mass up in
a ball and collect in a fine mesh
(1/8 to 1/4 inch) bag. Fragments
that escape should be collected
with a dip net or pool skimmer.

• Once the plants have been har-
vested, they should be properly
disposed of on land, far enough
away from the shore that there is
no chance that the material can
wash back into the lake. A gar-
den, flower bed or compost pile
would be suitable; in fact, aquat-
ic plants are ideal for composting. 

One last note. For those consid-
ering chemical means of disposing
of lake vegetation (i.e. herbicides
such as Aquaside or 2-4-D), think
again. Those who knowingly put
herbicides in our lakes without spe-
cific authorization risk a $10,000
fine. Our lakes are part of the wa-
tershed that feeds the New York City

water supply, therefore, there are
many authorities and advocacy
groups — beyond immediate neigh-
bors — who take an active interest
in how we treat these waters.

UPDATE ON BENTHIC BARRIERS

Early last summer, we installed
benthic barriers at two locations on
Lake Waccabuc. Dr. Peter Treyz se-
cured an industrial-sized roll of the
light- and water-proof fabric used
for this purpose, and volunteers
from the Three Lakes Council laid
it down at right-of-way #2 on lower
Cove Road. In addition, I purchased
some of the fabric from the Council

and installed it in front of my house
on Waterview Court.

To weight the fabric down, we se-
cured rebar (heavy metal rods used
in construction, available at Ring’s
End and other building supply stores)
to it using cable ties. Since the fabric
tends to billow, you need to place the
rebar at regular intervals, every three
feet or so. Still it took Joe Tansey’s
diving skill to get the barrier in-
stalled at ROW #2, where the water
is fairly deep (4-8 feet). 

The barrier worked quite well at
the Cove Rd. site. It prevented the

weeds from growing last year, and it
appears to be working this year as
well. That’s a pleasant surprise, ac-
tually, because often dirt settles on
the barrier over the course of the
year and the weeds reroot. In fact, in
a perfect world, you should take the
barrier up each fall.

The barrier placed along our
dock was not quite as successful.
The water there ranges from 18
inches to four feet deep. The fabric
billowed and floated up to the sur-
face right from the start. Addition-
al rocks and re-bar were laid on the
barrier in an effort to keep it down,
but that effort met with limited suc-
cess. This year, we took additional
steps to keep the barrier on the lake
bed floor. We cut holes into the fab-
ric to allow natural gases to escape,
and placed additional weights on it.
While we had difficulty keeping it
down, I will say the barrier was ef-
fective in keeping the weeds from
growing.

In summary, it appears that the
benthic barrier is an effective weed
control tool, especially in deeper
water. In shallow water, it would
seem like a barrier that had a less
dense weave might be more effec-
tive. As an alternative, punching
holes in it helps, but it’s difficult to
space them right. It is a judgement
call as to whether it is easier to hand
harvest the weeds in the shallow
water or place and maintain the bar-
rier. If you like projects and/or hate
getting your hands slimy pulling
weeds, the barrier is the way to go,
even in shallow water. I will keep
you posted.

—  Jim Greaves

Weeding Out the Weeds, continued

Of course, the 
tried and true 

method for 
milfoil removal 

is good, old hand
harvesting.

1 Laura Jester, Michael A. Bozek, Sallie P. Sheldon, “Researching the use of an aquatic weevil for biological control of Eurasian water milfoil in Wisconsin,”
Waterworks, NYSFOLA publication, January 1998.

           



Visit  our  web site  at  www.threelakescouncil .org    5

Lakefront residents have for
many years complained about
the violations of the local

Motor Boat Horsepower Ordinance
on our three lakes.

It would be great if we could get
all of these overpowered, illegal mo-
tors off the lake by appealing to
everyone’s sense of good citizenship
and respect for the law, but that ap-
proach has not worked. The Three
Lakes Council has even offered to
replace old outboard motors with
new electric motors in the past; we
had no takers. [confirm]

Since we now have a police offi-
cer living in our community, we have
the opportunity to enforce the boat-
ing laws. In fact, the Lewisboro po-
lice chief has actually approached
the Three Lakes Council with this
offer of enforcement. Here is a listing
of the local maritime ordinances:

HORSEPOWER LIMITS

• 25 HP limit on Waccabuc
• 10 HP limit on Oscaleta and Rip-

powam
• NO 25 HP motors moored at the

Two Lake club beach area.

HOURS OF OPERATION

• No motorboat can be operated
before 8:30 AM or after sunset

PERSONAL FLOTATION DE-
VICES (PFDS)

• Any boat over 16 feet must have
one PFD per person — either an
offshore life jacket, a nearshore
buoyant vest, or a flotation aid
— and one throwable device

• Any boat under 16 feet must have

one PFD per occupant
• Every child under 12 years of age

on a boat must wear a PFD unless
the boat is over 26 feet in length.

• Waterskiers are also required to
wear a PFD.

• Only PFDs approved by the
Coast guard meet the PFD re-
quirement.

MECHANICALLY PROPELLED

VESSELS MUST HAVE:
• visual distress equipment on all

motorboats 18 feet or larger —
one distress flag and three hand-
held type flares for nighttime use.

• fire extinguisher, if the motorboat
is over 26 feet.

• anchor and cable of sufficient
weight and strength to provide
safe anchorage.

• Whistle or horn – bell type varies
with size of vessel

• lights — very specific depending
on size of vessel

WHEN BOATS PASS AT CLOSE

QUARTERS, THEY ARE RE-
QU IRED TO EXCHANGE SOUND

SIGNALS. THE SIGNALS MEAN:

• One short blast: Changing
course to starboard (right)

• Two short blasts: Changing
course to port (left)

• Three short blasts: Reversing en-
gine

• Five short blasts: Danger, stay away.

RIGHT-OF-WAY RULES

• When boats are meeting head to
head or nearly so, they should
pass on each other’s port (left)
side, and signal such.

• Power driven vessels should yield
the right of way to sailing vessels,
and smaller boats should yield
the way to large, less maneuver-
able boats. 

OTHER BOATING

REGULATIONS

• New York law limits boats to a 5
mph speed when they are within
100 feet of a shore, dock, pier,
raft, float or an anchored boat. 

• Any boat that is powered by a
motor must be registered with
the Dept of Motor Vehicles, and
the registration certificate must
be kept on the boat at all times.

• The registration number on the
certificate should be affixed on
both sides of the front of the
boat in contrasting colors to the
hull of the boat so that it can be
clearly seen.

• When selling the boat you must
notify the DMV of the change
of ownership and the new owner
must register the boat in her/his
own name.

• If the boat is lost or stolen you
must notify the DMV within 15
days at the following address:

Registration Records Bureau
N.Y.S. Department of 

Motor Vehicles
Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY

12228
• Law requires boats operated on

New York State waters to have
mufflers that limit noise levels to
90 decibels or less when subjected
to a sound level test at dock, or 75
decibels or less when measured

Cops on The Water: Enforcing 
Local Lake Ordinances

                       



while operating at a distance.
• Littering the lakes with any cans,

bottles or papers is punishable by
a fine.

• Operating a boat while intoxi-
cated is strictly prohibited. Boat
operators suspected of being in-
toxicated would be forced to take
a breathalyzer test or face a $200
fine and suspension of boating
privileges for six months.
The penalties for conviction in-
clude fines, imprisonment, loss
of boating privileges, revocation
of boat registration, enrollment
in a boating safety course.

• The law also includes penalties
for those who operate a boat while
the privilege has been suspended.

CALL TO ACTION

The town will not enforce only
part of the law, so it’s the old “all or
none” principle. We on the Council
appreciate that most residents just
want to see the horsepower limits en-
forced. This is not an option. If we pur-
sue this enforcement offer, all the
above regulations will be enforced.

The town will respond to our de-
sires, so we’re asking you what you
would like. We’ve placed the en-
forcement option on hold for a year
to give all owners of illegal motors
the chance to become compliant.
Moreover, we want to poll the com-
munity with the following ballot.

While the Three Lakes Council
believes it would be beneficial to
have police enforcement on the
lakes, we are well aware of the im-
plications of abiding by all the laws.
This might seem a draconian step
to some.

Please give serious consideration
to what the above implies and send
in your vote so the TLC can make its
decision by the summer of 2002.

—Dr. Peter Treyz
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Fishing Report

Our 3 Lakes continue
to be a wonderful
fishing resource.

Largemouth bass are plenti-
ful in each of the lakes, while
smallmouths continue to in-
crease their numbers in Wa-
cabuc and Oscaleta.
Although it has been a few
years since we have had an
abundance of bass in the 5-
7lb range, there have been
lots of 3-4lb fish around.

Perhaps this will be the year for the big bass.
I have never, in 20years, caught as many pickerel as I have this

spring in Oscaleta. Each year the stocks have been increasing, but
this is truly a banner year. Most of the fish are in the 16-20 inch
range and are located in weed beds at each end of the lake. They
will readily take spinner baits or spoons. I’m hoping this pattern
will repeat itself in Wacabuc and Rippowam.  

We stocked about 300 brown trout in Wacabuc and 120 in Os-
caleta this spring at a cost of $1000, which was paid out of the fish
fund. Thanks to all for your support of this effort; please keep it
up! The trout fishing has been excellent in both lakes as we con-
tinue to improve that fishery. I would expect to hear of Zeke, at
the “Cross River Sportsman Shack,” weighing some fish in the 8-
10 pound range this year. June and July are usually the best
months to catch these large fish and live bait (sawbellies) are the
best ticket. They should be fished at the thermo clime, which will
be between 12 to 20 feet below the surface. The above method
and a little patience will put these fish on the end of your line.
Zeke has the sawbellies and will be happy give you a few extra tips. 

Perch and pan fish fishing are best in Rippowam this year,
which has been the most consistent producer of large yellow
perch and big bluegills this summer.

Please take a kid fishing this summer. If you are interested in
learning how to fish, would like more information about our
stocking program or like to know how to contribute to the fish
fund please give me a call. 

Thanks to all who support this fishery either through dona-
tions and or those who do ‘catch and release’. You play an impor-
tant role in maintaining the quality of our fishing; you deserve a
lot of credit. 

—Joe Tansey, 763-3456
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We’ve got some new plants
growing in the Three
Lakes, gorgeous to look

at, hearty and growing fast.
Multi-flora rose is blooming in

the channel between Rippowam and
Oscaleta. The purple loosestrife
growing on both shores of all three
lakes is about to send out the bril-
liant flowering stalks that have be-
come a sign of late summer.
Phragmites recently put down roots
on the north side of the channel be-
tween Oscaleta and Waccabuc,
pushing up its reedy nine-foot shoots
along Oscaleta Road.

If you see these plants on your
own property, rip them up by the
roots and drop them in your trashcan.

Combined, these and other ex-
otic species growing here are slowly
muscling aside our own native flora,
which will cause many of our native
fauna to leave too. Phragmites can
swallow a wetlands whole, as it has
done with large pieces of the Mead-
owlands in New Jersey. Multi-flora
rose will do similar damage upland.
Along mile-long sections along In-
terstate 684, not much but multi-
flora grows. It wasn’t there at all a
few years ago. 

For proof of the danger that these
exotics pose, look at the damage
done by other non-native species –
plant and animal - that already have
become well established in our back-
yards. About half of the thick stand
of hemlocks at the east end of Twin
Lakes Road, where I live, and dozens
of other hemlocks elsewhere in the
Three Lakes have been destroyed
since the fuzzy, microscopic wooly
adelgid arrived from Long Island on
the winds of Hurricane Gloria in

September 1985. The Eurasian wa-
termilfoil growing at the edges of all
our lakes will be thick enough to
stop boats by the end of summer. 

Two far more fearsome exotics are
knocking at our door. The zebra
mussel, a freshwater mollusk that
could destroy all animal and plant
life in the lakes by devouring the
plankton at the bottom of the food
chain, is in the upper Hudson and in
East Twin Lake in Salisbury, Conn.
It travels best on boat bottoms. The
Asian long horn beetle, which kills
oaks and maples and other hard-
woods by boring deep holes to lay
eggs, is in Brooklyn. There is no ef-
fective way to remove the zebra mus-
sel. Trees with the long horn beetle
must be cut down and chipped be-
cause pesticides are not effective.
The best way to control both species
is not to let them in. 

The long horn “could do a lot of
damage if it really got loose here,”
Carol Lemmon, a botanist with the
Connecticut Agricultural Experi-
ment Station, told me last year,
when I was writing stories about ex-
otics for a Connecticut newspaper.
“If it really got established, it would
kill all those great sugar maples that
line the main streets of all those lit-
tle towns in Connecticut.”

Nationwide, the alien plants and
animals are causing an estimated
$123 billion a year in damages and
wiping out entire ecosystems. Envi-
ronmentalists say invasive species
make up the second most pervasive
threat to biodiversity in United
States, behind habitat destruction
(which we’ve also seen plenty of here
in recent years. From 1998 to 1996,
Westchester lost 16,060 acres — a

quarter of its remaining open space
— to development. Of that, 11,650
acres were in the north county. But
that’s another story.)

Each exotic organism works its
own kind of mischief, but all have a
common history: they originate in a
part of the world where natural con-
trols - a native predator or an inbred
immunity among their hosts - have
kept them in check. They hitch a
ride to another part of the world in
the bodies of humans or animals, or
in the cargo holds or ballast of ships,
or simply wedged into the heel of a
shoe or the crease of a shirt. 

“The problem of alien species
been around for a long time, but it’s
worsened in recent years as global
trade and the movement of people
across borders has increased the op-
portunity for these things to spread,”
Tim Ahern, a spokesman for the fed-
eral Interior Department, told me
in another interview. “Twenty years
ago, we weren’t trading with China
and we didn’t have to worry about
bugs coming out of China. Now, as
we have an increasingly global econ-
omy, we have more of these plants
and animals moving across borders.”

Once in, exotics have little trou-
ble pushing out more vulnerable na-
tive competitors because they often
have no enemies in their new envi-
ronments to contain them. A single
intruder can send ripples through an
entire ecosystem, undermining the
biodiversity that is the underlying
mechanism that makes all ecosys-
tems work.

“Purple loosestrife is a great
source of nectar – beekeepers love
it, butterflies love it,” Lemmon, the
Connecticut botanist, said in our in-

Invasives Species on the Lake
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terview. “But wetlands that had nec-
tarine plants from spring to fall now
have them only for a two-week peri-
od in the summer. So pollinators that
depended on a nectar source now
have to move elsewhere to find it.”
As bees, butterflies and other polli-
nators leave, the apple crop shrinks,
causing other wildlife to move on.

Beyond the environmental and
economic devastation, exotics also can
have severe impacts on human health.
The West Nile virus has killed about a
dozen people in metropolitan New
York since it arrived three summers
ago. The virus first appeared in central
Africa in the 1930s, then hop scotched
across Asia and central Europe before
landing in the Western Hemisphere.
AIDS has done far more damage since
it broke out of central Africa and
began its global spread in the 1970s.

Effective controls sometimes are
found in the parts of the globe where
the exotics originated, if they can be
identified. Four years ago, the Con-
necticut Agricultural Experiment
Station brought in a ladybug beetle
with a voracious appetite for adelgids
from Japan as a last hope for the hem-

locks. The bug has been released as
close as Fairfield County but has not
yet arrived here. Another beetle is
helping control purple loosestrife.

You can help, too, by waging the
battle against exotics in your own
backyard. Here’s how: 
• Don’t invite exotics in. A neigh-

bor recently told me that he was
thinking of planting bamboo
along the edges of his property to
replace the buffer of hemlocks that
has been lost. It’s a seductive al-
ternative because bamboo grows
thick and fast. But it doesn’t be-
long here, and it can get out of
control. Plant only native species.

• Rip out exotics as soon as you
identify them. Hand pulling
aquatic weeds like Eurasian wa-
termilfoil is similar to weeding
your garden. Remove the entire
plant, including its roots and all of
its fragments. As in your garden,
weeding may have to be done reg-
ularly to control re-growth.
Whether you pull them up from
the lakebed or on land, throw the
entire plants in your trashcan.
Don’t compost them. 

• Spray your hemlocks. The woolly
adelgid can’t be ripped out, but a
benign horticultural oil will keep
the bug off your trees. Call your
arborist to have it applied. If you’re
not treating your hemlocks, you
will lose them. They can be saved. 

• Register your boat with the Three
Lakes Council. Don’t be shy
about telling boaters who don’t
have the Council’s green sticker
on their hulls to leave. It’s not ex-
clusionist. Rather, the purpose is
to keep the zebra mussel from
hitchhiking a ride on their boats
to our lakes. If you use your own
boat on other freshwaters, dry it
bottom-up in the sun for a week
before launching it here.
Educate yourself. Search “exotic
species” on the web. Here are
three good places to begin:

• The Nature Conservancy: http://
tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/index.html

• The Invasive Plant Council of
New York State, at
www.ipcnys.org/index.html

• The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture:www.invasive species.gov/

—Keith Eddings

Primary prevention is the only answer!
The “zebra mussel” is an invader to

North American fresh waters that has
the capacity to disrupt food webs and
ecosystem balances, interfere with sport
fishing, navigation, recreational boat-
ing, beach use, and filtration devices.

Zebra mussels were first discovered in
the Great Lakes Basin in 1988. The zebra
mussel is the only bivalve fresh water mol-
lusk that can attach itself to any hard sur-
face, i.e. docks, boats, motors, intake
valves, etc. When zebra mussels are intro-
duced into a body of water they multiply
at such a staggering rate (10–20 thousand
per square inch is the norm) that a “feed-
ing frenzy” is created, in which the zebra
mussel attacks and destroys the bottom
of the food chain and sets up a chain reac-

tion which will eventually affect all
aquatic life. The zebra mussel shell is so
sharp that shoes are needed on affected
beaches. The obnoxious smells from the
decomposition of mussels also would
detract from the enjoyment of shoreline
recreational activities.

In short, we must prevent the zebra
mussel from entering our lakes!

Recommendations:
• Do not transport your boats or

motors from one body of water
to another. If a friend’s boat is
transported to one of these lakes,
to destroy zebra mussel larvae
the boat must be steam-cleaned
or allowed to dry in the sun 11⁄2
weeks before launching. Do not
transport motors. 

Remember, zebra mussel larvae are
resilient and undetectable to the human
eye. The Three Lakes Council strongly
urges you to protect our lakes by inform-
ing all who may be transporting a boat
into our lakes.

Keep Zebra Mussels Out of our Lakes

Our Aerators
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Our Aerators

Although the lakes had
been frozen over for
about two weeks longer

than usual this past winter, the
Three Lakes Council (TLC) had
an early thaw. The pressing ques-
tion and research initiative over
the winter has been, “Are the aer-
ators necessary? Are they giving
us 15,000 dollars worth of envi-
ronmental benefit?”

Fortunately there is a lot of sci-
entific information available dat-
ing back to the early 70s (and I
have read most of it!) Our aerators
were installed in 1973—a picture
of which is included. For those of
you who are uninitiated, the aer-
ators basically are a humongous
air supply system similar to what a
home fishtank has. They pump
compressed air, not oxygen,
through large tubes to two bub-
blers 45 feet down in the two
Waccabuc locations. In spite of
their age they are still pretty much
state-of-the-art. But because of
their age, are now requiring some
serious refurbishing. 

The aerators are funded by a
special account, not out of the gen-
eral Three Lakes Council funds.
Residents on Lakes Oscaleta and
Rippowam do not have to support
their operation if they do not wish
to. But of course all of us (particu-
larly the fisher people) are able to
catch trout in Waccabuc due to
the increased dissolved oxygen in
lower cooler depths for which the
aeration is totally responsible. 

Due to a very spe-
cial initiative by An-
drew Ault, a Waccabuc
Country Club member,
we have been able to
welcome many new
membership families to
the Three Lakes Coun-
cil. Since the Wac-
cabuc Country Club
benefits to a large ex-
tent from the function-
ing of the aerators,
Andy thought they
should become more
involved financially. Of
course, the Waccabuc
Country Club has al-
ways donated to our
general fund, allowed
us to host our annual
summer picnic at their
beach facility, and
house the compressor
for the aerators in the
building adjacent to the
beach. 

Last March, in a
final research initiative,
the Three Lakes Coun-
cil invited Paul Fenley
of ENSR Internation-
al, a long time resident
of Lake Oscaleta, to
speak to us of the prac-
tical feasibility of keep-
ing aerators up and
running. His expertise in this area
is outstanding, and he answered
many of the questions of those as-
sembled. The bottom line is as

long as we can afford to operate
the aerators, we should continue
to do so for the greater benefit of
the ecosystem of Lake Waccabuc.

—Dr. Peter Treyz

  



10 Visit  our  web site  at  www.threelakescouncil .org

News & Notes
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Once again, the Three Lakes Council is organiz-
ing a group discount for septic tank cleaning. These
tanks should be pumped yearly if you live on the lake
and bi-yearly if you do not. If solids, sludge and scum
reach a high level, they will wash into and clog the
drain field surrounding the tank, jeopardizing the
health of the lake and, quite possibly, your well.
Please contact Mimi Shane at 763-6564 if you are
interested in participating.

Educational Seminars on Road Drains
There are some 89 culverts or road drains in the three

lakes area. Much of the water discharging from these
drains ends up in the lakes and the quality of this water
impacts the lakes. As a member of The Three Lakes
Council, I am currently attending a couple of two day
workshops, one on erosion and sediment control and on
and another on stormwater management. These work-
shops are sponsored by the Soil Conservation Service
and County Planning Department.

While the road drainage system is the responsibility
of the Town Highway Department, our
aim is to become better educated in
storm water management and, with the
Town, develop a long term plan to im-
prove the quality of the road runoff
draining into the lakes thereby extending
the life of the lakes.

If you would like information regarding
these seminars, please call:

Paul Lewis
44 Twin Lakes Rd.   763-3132

Aeration Finances Update
The aerators, so important to Waccabuc,
increase the dissolved oxygen throughout
the entire lake allowing the fish to exist in
a larger portion of the total vertical water
mass. At the same time, they make oxygen
available to the organic material (weeds,
leaves, etc.) in the lake thereby oxidiz-
ing/breaking down this organic matter
which inhibits its accumulation, ulti-
mately slowing the aging process. While
our two aerators certainly contribute to
the operating costs of the TLC, they, as
you can determine, contribute immeasur-
ably to the health and welfare of the lake
itself. It is very likely that we will be doing
some maintenance this summer on per-
haps both aerators. We do not know the
exact extent of the work, but it will hit the
checkbook. For those of us who reside on
or utilize Lake Waccabuc, please be fi-
nancially supportive.

Thank you !!
Ross M. Weale

Treasurer

Place: Waccabuc Country Club
lake front 

Date: Saturday, July 21st
Time: 6:00 PM-to ?
Admission: free for families who
have paid their $50 yearly dues. All
guests and non-members welcome at
$12.00 per person.

Three Lakes Council 
Annual Picnic

Enjoy the beach, your neighbors, the lake, music and
dancing! We’ll have our grand cookout featuring filet
mignon, salads, beer, wine, soda, hamburgers, hot dogs,
etc. Get informed on all the new Three Lakes news!

Dear TLC, Enclosed you will find my tax deductible dues of $50 for membership.…
I would also like to donate to the: aeration fund

fish stocking program
general gift 
additional guests for picnic ($12 each)

Total amount of check:

Name Date:

Address:

Please vote: Police on the water (please refer to article on page 5?
yes no comments:
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Dear TLC, Enclosed you will find my tax deductible dues of $50 for membership.…
I would also like to donate to the: aeration fund

fish stocking program
general gift 
additional guests for picnic ($12 each)

Total amount of check:

Name Date:

Address:

Please vote: Police on the water (please refer to article on page 5?
yes no comments:

2001 THREE LAKES COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE!!!

Place: Waccabuc Country Club lake front    Date: Saturday, July 21st     Time: 6:00 PM-to ?
Admission: free for families who have paid their $50 yearly dues. 
All guests and non-members welcome at $12.00 per person.

Reservations are crucial to the planning process. To place your reservation please fill out the information below and mail
with your membership form (or by itself if you have already paid your dues), or call 763-8617 (Dr. Treyz).

name of family: number attending:

will you bring salad for 8 or dessert for 8

your telephone #:

Three Lakes Council Annual Picnic Reservations
Enjoy the beach, your neighbors, the lake, music and dancing! We’ll have our grand cookout featuring filet mignon, 

salads, beer, wine, soda, hamburgers, hot dogs, etc. Get informed on all the new Three Lakes news!

For your tax deductible contribution, please fill out the form below, including an rsvp for the annual picnic. or
call Dr. Treyz at 763-8617 to place your picnic reservations.

P l e a s e  r em i t  p a y m e n t  t o : T H R E E  L A K E S  C O U NC I L ,  I NC .
P. O.  B OX  241
S O U T H  SA L E M ,  N E W  YO R K ,  10 5 9 0

Time for your aeration donation!
Maintenance of the aerators is an ongoing job, and without your financial support we would not be able to en-

sure their continued operation.
In the past we have asked lake-front owners to contribute $100, and the rest to contribute what they can.
Please mark your donation amount next to aeration fund on the membership form.

For all you fishermen out there…
Please see page seven in enclosed newsletter for recent fish stocking news. 

For those who would like to support this program, mark your donation amount next to fish stock-
ing program on the membership form.
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Three Lakes Council Annual Newsletter
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• Canada Geese—Friend or Foe?

•Weeding Out the Weeds

• Cops On The Water: Enforcing Local Lake Ordinances

• Fishing Report 

• Invasive Species on the Lake
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• Newsworthy Notes
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